
  How it’s done

 
BARTON—By a vote of 48 to 100 Barton 

Village turned down the proposed sale of their 
electric department to the Vermont Electric 
Cooperative.  Barton’s trustees had urged the 
sale, saying it would relieve the village of the 
burden of serving customers in Brownington, 
Irasburg, Westmore, and other parts of Barton, 
and would also pave the way to infrastructure 
improvements. 

A campaign in opposition spearheaded by the 
Vermont Public Power Supply Authority (VPPSA) 
and the village of Orleans apparently won over a 
majority of those who cast ballots Tuesday.  With 
that decision the trustees plan to find a consultant 
to help them move forward.  VEC has said it will 
stop maintaining Barton’s lines after a grace 
period of about three months.   

Whatever the trustees decide, there will be no 
sale to another suitor for at least a year.  State 
law prohibits more than one vote per year on such 
matters. 

A ballot question seeking to turn maintenance 
of the portions of Routes 16 and 5 that go through 
the village back to the state passed by a margin of 
97 to 47. 

The floor meeting was attended by 13 voters.  
All articles passed unanimously.  Justin “Tin” 
Barton-Caplin was reelected as a trustee.

Barton voters 
nix VEC sale

by Trisha Ingalls  
 
ALBANY — The select board’s administrative 

assistant Terri Campbell called in to its May 3 
meeting to discuss the process for hiring a new 
Town Clerk and Treasurer.  Albany voters gave the 
board authority to choose a successor to Debra Ann 
Geoffroy at the 2022 Town Meeting.  Their decision 
came after the town’s long-time clerk and treasurer 
announced she intended to resign soon. 

Ms. Campbell  said the process takes time, 
from accepting applications, conducting interviews, 
and ultimately hiring someone to start, ideally, in 
September.  

Angela Ross, Albany’s former town attorney, 
joined the discussion with some questions.  She 
began by asking about background checks. 
Conducting criminal background checks for the job 
is important because of the number of town 
treasurers who have had trouble keeping the books, 
she said, noting past cases of embezzlement by 
treasurers in small towns.  

“That just means we’re hiring the ones who 
haven’t been caught yet,” select board member Phil 
Beaudry said.  

The board discussed the matter and agreed the 
Orleans County Sheriff’s Department could be 
asked to conduct background checks on candidates.   

Albany Select 
Board looks for 
new clerk

by Matthew Wilson 
 
NEWPORT CENTER — The coming summer 

could mark the beginning of much needed 
renovations for the residents of two prominent 
buildings on Route 105.  Rural Edge, a nonprofit 
that specializes in managing low-income housing 
facilities, has been working with the town as well 
as the current management and owners to acquire 
the two properties.  The organization aims to 
rehabilitate the area around the buildings, 

bringing a sense of 
renewal to the area 
near the caution lights 
in the middle of 
Newport Center. 

RuralEdge has 
locations in Northeast 

Kingdom, offering low-income families affordable 
housing, as well as quarters for seniors and 
individuals with disabilities.  While there are 
many people moving to the area from outside of 
Vermont, the organization remembers people 
within the local community who experience 
inferior living conditions in aging housing.  
RuralEdge’s director says he hopes it can be a 
benefit to the town in addressing just such 
conditions as it brings its management into 
Newport Center.  

The two existing properties were not originally 
intended to be used as housing.  One was a 
bowling alley at one time and the other formerly a 
restaurant, and the spaces have slowly been 
chopped into separated housing units over time, so 
the properties aren’t particularly efficient.   

Renovations for Newport Center

by Joseph Gresser 
 
BARTON—The Lake Region Union 

Elementary-Middle School District board decided 
to hold a special district meeting to get permission 
to sign the 25-year-leases and any easements 
needed to go forward with a trio of solar power 
projects. 

Joe Houston, facilities manager for the 
Orleans Central Supervisory Union, told board 
members that the company that plans to put 

installations in Orleans, Glover, and Albany, 
requires the long-term contracts.  School boards, 
though, are not empowered to enter into such 
lengthy agreements without the consent of voters. 

Mr. Houston said he proposed alternatives, 
including a short-term contract followed by a vote, 
but that idea didn’t fly because of the company’s 
financing arrangements. 

He proposed a vote with three questions.  The 
first would authorize the board to enter into a 25-

Elementary-middle school 
board seeks special meeting

(Continued on page fourteen.)
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Ann Young 
 Greensboro art 

show. 
19 

Barton 
Horse pulling 
season starts. 
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(Continued on page twenty-four.)

Lowell Graded School eighth-graders explain their water management system to judges at the Greenway 
Engineering Institute’s Sustainable Engineering Challenge in Windsor Friday.  From left to right, judges Megan 
Leung, Lindsey Harley, and Nick Jickling listen as Lowell’s Cedar Decker, Ephraim Elmer, and Cameron King 
explain and demonstrate their process.  At right judge Rashad Brown-Mitchell gets a different perspective.  For 
more about the challenge and how the students met it please see page eight.        Photo by Jennifer Blay
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   LOWELL — Cameron King, Ephraim Elmer, 
and Cedar Decker, three eighth-graders from 
Lowell Graded School, decided in December 2021 
to participate in the Greenway Institute’s 
Sustainable Engineering Challenge for the 2021-
2022 school year.  This year’s challenge was 
focused on sustainable energy and clean water.   

The Greenway Institute’s goal is to get young 
people excited about designing and building 
solutions that strengthen their own 
communities, and to give them the engineering 
skills and confidence to do that more effectively 
and more sustainably. 

The students had to design and build a 
technology that improves access to clean water 
somewhere on the globe.  They chose to build a 
full scale model that would provide clean water 
to an off grid seasonal Vermont camp using one 
solar panel, a 12-volt battery, a 12-volt water 
pump, two 55-gallon drums, along with hose and 
some other small items.   

With a budget of $1,500, they first had to 
research each material they might want to use.  
These students spent less than $700 for their 
design.  Norwich Technologies was the sponsor of 

the event and provided the materials for the 
students to work with.   

When the materials arrived the students 
spent one day a week of  Jennifer Blay’s science 
class time building and adapting their design as 
necessary.  They ran into a few problems along 
the way.  

 “Every time we set up our system and run it, 
there is a new problem to fix,” Cedar Decker 
said.   

Each problem gave them a chance to put 
their teamwork and problem-solving skills to the 
test, as just working together as middle-

schoolers can be hard work.  At one point after 
taking their pump apart they were not sure they 
would be able to continue the project because the 
pump was broken and required repairs.   

Thankfully, their humanities teacher, 
Michael Brooks, was able to teach them about 
their small pump motor and was able to repair it 
for competition day.   

Competition day arrived May 6, 2022.   The 
students made the journey to Windsor 
Technology Park in Windsor to be the only 
middle-school team to compete against seven 
other teams from Windsor High School.   

At the start of the ride there was some talk 
about hoping the pump would work, hoping the 
water would come out of their last five-gallon 
jug, as they had to modify it the day before and 
didn’t get to test it, and hoping they would do a 
good job presenting.  

 Cameron King then said, “That is a lot of 
hoping!”   

The students waited as patiently as any 
middle-schooler could to be the last group to 

Lowell students make meaningful impact

Names are submitted by your family and friends, but if you’d like your name removed or your town 
changed, please let us know. Once you’ve submitted a birthday, no need to resubmit next year.

SUBMIT BIRTHDAYS ONLINE AT  
www.bartonchronicle.com/birthdays 

or e-mail their name, town of residence, birthday (no year) to 
ads@bartonchronicle.com, or mail them to the Chronicle, ATTN: 

Birthdays, P.O. Box 660, Barton, VT 05822. (No phone calls, please.) 

       Happy    
Birthday   

to the following people!
Amanda Girard, Orleans ..........................May 11 
Timothy W. Roberts, Orleans.................May 11 
Fred Harris, St. Johnsbury.......................May 11 
Vicky Gratton-Derbyshire, Barton.......May 12 
A.J. Simard, Orleans....................................May 12 
Jade M. Cote, Sheffield...............................May 12 
Carl Brown, Rutland ..................................May 12 
Barbara Komendat, Barton.....................May 13 
Shari Parenteau ...........................................May 13 
Sue Thompson, Jay .....................................May 13 
Olivia Montminy, Glover ..........................May 14 
Kevin Cook, St. Johnsbury .......................May 14 
Valera Sargent, Newport..........................May 15 
Jim Chamberlain, Barton .........................May 16 
Amber Vreeland, Newport......................May 16 
Brent Gadapee, Danville ..........................May 16 
Sean Quinn, Barton ....................................May 17 
Tristan Letourneau, Brownington.......May 17 
Jeff Rook, Concord ......................................May 17 
Chuckie Jokinen, Brownington .............May 18 
Christine Quirion, Holland......................May 18 
Jennifer Desrochers, Jay...........................May 18 
Dan Lowe, Westminster...........................May 18 
Hilary Swett, Brownington.....................May 19 
Andrea Webster...........................................May 20 
Karen Riendeau, Irasburg .......................May 20 
Pauline F. Metcalf, Coventry, CT............May 21 
Kenneth R. Bacon, Sr.,Dade City, FL.....May 21 
Donna Benedict, Coventry ......................May 22 
Mirian T. Carr, Newport............................May 22 
Charlotte Bellavance, West Glover ......May 22 
Kate Merchant, Webster, NH ..................May 22 
Katrina Gray, Concord...............................May 22 
Jennifer Quimby, Monroe ........................May 22 
Dolores Grieco, Westmore ......................May 22 
Evan Tremblay, Island Pond...................May 23 
Genevieve Hamby, Derby Line...............May 23 
Curt Hardy, Derby.......................................May 23 

We want 
your 

favorite 
recipes! 

 

Send your favorite recipes, 
typed or clearly written, to:  

the Chronicle  
Recipe Box,  

P.O. Box 660,  

Barton, VT 05822   

 
or email to: 

ads@bartonchronicle.com.  
 

Donald Lapierre  
 

turns 90 on May 20.
  

Please help us celebrate his birthday  
by mailing him a card to: 

Donald Lapierre, PO Box 603  
Derby Line, VT 05830  

 
 
 
 

Card of  Thanks 
I want to thank everyone who made my 75th 
birthday so memorable. A very special thank 

you to my wonderful daughter and 
granddaughter, Laurie Goodeu and Whitney 
Burkewitz, who put so much work into my 

party which made it unforgettable.  
Thank you all and God bless. 

Kaye Burnham

sudoku 
solution

(Continued on page nine.)

Lowell students explain a final modification of their 
design of a system to provide clean water to an off-
grid camp.  Judges Sarah Lou, Lindsay Harley, 
Meghan Leung, and Tyler Neath (left to right) watch 
Ephraim Elmer and Cameron King.   

        Photos by Jennifer Blay

Students coax water from their makeshift sink.  From 
left to right are, Ephraim Elmer, Cedar Decker (hidden), 
and Cameron King.
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compete.   
Everything started out well.   Then when the 

water was about halfway through the system, 
Cameron shut the pump off so as to not overwork 
it.   

When he went to restart it, the pump did not 
work.  He took the pump apart and showed the 
judges the problem, which was solder that broke 
loose from one of the magnets.  The students 
never got upset when the pump broke.  They 
maintained their cool and were willing to do 
whatever the judges wanted.  

Thankfully, another group purchased the 
same water pump and let Lowell’s team use it to 
complete the challenge.  With the replacement  
pump their project worked and water went 
through their whole system without a problem.  
The students placed during the awards 
ceremony, receiving the most meaningful impact 
award along with $30 each and a certificate.   

Their teacher,  Ms. Blay said,“This challenge 
gave them an authentic audience and reason to 
continue their work even though it was 
challenging.  Thank you, Greenway Institute, for 
this opportunity for students to learn to 
persevere through rigorous, meaningful, 
collaborative work.” — from the Lowell Graded 
School

A broken pump doesn’t faze the Lowell team

See solution in Section B.

CROSSWORD

See solution on page 32

(Continued from page eight.)

After receiving the Most Meaningful Impact award for their project the Lowell students line up for a souvenier 
portrait with the judges.  From left to right are Tyler Neath, Nick Jinkling, Lowell teacher Jennifer Blay, Cedar 
Decker, Cameron King, Ephraim Elmer, Lindsay Harley, Sarah Lou, and Megan Leung.    

Photo by Rebecca Holcombe
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